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 Courthouse Square Association’s Board of 

Directors, Staff and Volunteers would like to thank 

Will Wilson for 

the beautiful 

new sign that 

has been re-

cently in-

stalled at the 

1845 Court-

house located 

at Bennet 

Park. 

 Will is 

working to 

achieve Eagle 

Scout status, and to do this he must complete a pro-

ject for the community. His idea was to take out the 

old 1845 sign, replace it and add landscaping blocks 

around the 

sign to 

minimize 

damage 

from lawn 

care/snow 

removal. 

The total 

cost of the 

project 

was 

$556.50.  

 

Thank you to all of the local donors that helped Will to 

raise the funds or donated materials to make this 

project possible.   

 

The following response was read at the September 

2016 CSA Board meeting: 

 

“Where as, the sign at the 1845 Eaton County Court-

house was near the end of its life, and the support 

posts had received damage from lawn maintenance 

equipment over time, and 

 

Where as, Scout Will Wilson saw an opportunity to 

replace the sign with new posts and a masonry sur-

round to protect them from future damage as a com-

munity service project required for Eagle Scout rank 

advancement, and 

 

Where as, the Courthouse Square Association voted 

to accept Will Wilson’s proposed design for a new 

sign and surround its June 1st, 2016 board meeting, 

and  

 

Where as, Scout Will Wilson carried out the plan and 

construction with commendable dispatch during the 

summer of 2016 to the enhancement of the historic 

site of the 1845 Eaton County Courthouse, 

 

Be it Resolved, to accept the Eagle Scout project of a 

new sign and masonry surround identifying and en-

hancing this significant historic heritage site of the 

community of Charlotte and Eaton County. 

 

Courthouse Square Association Board 

September 7th, 2016” 

  

1845 Courthouse Sign gets a facelift 
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 The first week of August was CSA’s annual 

History Day Camp.  This years group of campers (20 

in all) ranged from 6 to 16.  Special shout out thanks 

to Norma, Kim, Kay and Linda (or as we called them 

“the grandmas”) for helping to chaperone and hav-

ing a good time with us. 

 On Monday, the kids got dressed up in peri-

od costume and 

walked around 

town, visiting some 

of the many histor-

ic structures within 

the town.  Such 

places included, 

the Lawrence Ave. 

Methodist Church, 

the old Library, Post Office and many others. John 

Hall also gave them a tour of the Hall. Afterwards 

they went next door to the Windwalkers Art Gallery, 

where they learnt about photography from Vincent 

Brady. He calls 

himself the Noc-

turnal Photogra-

pher. (You may 

have seen 

some of his 

time-lapse night 

photos on Face-

book.) They also 

enjoyed ice cream at Faye’s.  

 Tuesday was a travel day (special thank you 

to E-Tran!).  They visited the home of Gene Fisher. 

He has many different antique farm equipment and 

machin-

ery.  The 

fun part 

for the 

kids…..they got to go swimming in his pond, which 

he cleans and treats to allow groups to swim in it. He 

enjoys hosting groups of people so if you know a 

church group or who ever looking for a fun day at the 

pond, give him a call! 

 Wednesday was the day to beat the heat. We 

changed our original plans because it was so hot. So 

for the first part of the day we made leather pouches 

like the Vikings owned and then we took a walk 

around town, visiting some of the historic homes of 

Charlotte. 

Homeowners 

included Julie 

Kimmer, Carol 

Ranville, among 

others. Almost 

every house 

they went to 

they got 

sprayed by the hose to keep them cool. They also 

got ice cream at Tasty Twist. 

 Thursday was another travel day.  Etran took 

the kids to the Miller Farms in Eaton Rapids. While 

there they visited one of the largest barns in Michi-

gan, a one-room school house, an old church (with 

beautiful stained glass windows) and an old fash-

ioned general store.  For 

the lunch the kids enjoyed 

hot dogs and ice cream, 

provided by Mark’s Gour-

met Hot Dogs and MSU 

dairy. (We are considering 

for next year to rename our 

camp to “Ice Cream” 

Camp.) The kids had quite 

the time! 

 Friday was our last 

day of the camp. Gary Col-

les came to the Courthouse 

and showed the kids how 

to make cheese.  While the cheese cooked, the kids 

went outside and learned a bit of fencing from Wil-

liam SaintAmour. He is one of the founders of the 

Michigan Nordic Fire Festival.  We promise no chil-

dren lost an eye in the fencing section of the day. 

 Thank you again to all those who participat-

ed or helped out in some form to make this years 

history camp extra special.  We are already in the 

process of planning out next years History camp so 

stay tuned for more details if you are interested in 

helping or know a student interested in coming. 

History Day Camp 2016 Edition 

Photo credit to Rod Weaver. 



 

 

P a g e  3  V o l u m e  2 1  N u m b e r  2  

 

Collections Corner: 
 

“Elementary”  

 One of my favorite shows is Sherlock. It stars 

Benedict Cumberbatch as a modern day Sherlock 

Holmes . I love how he can look at something as sim-

ple as a hat and know a ton of details about the own-

er of the hat. He will then insult you when telling you 

about it. After all he is a high functioning socio-path 

(do your research Anderson!). Sorry...but if you have-

n’t watched the show check it out. 

 Anyone that’s read the original books by Sir 

Arthur Conan Doyle or watched the TV series knows 

that he uses the “insignificant” details to catch the 

bad guy or solve the mystery.  A collections manager’s 

job, can be like a detective’s job. You must deduce 

the history off of what details you have on the object.  

 But I feel I should point out now, you can 

make mistakes. As a collections manager you may 

deduce it is one thing, but the truth is completely dif-

ferent. That being said….. 

 

Let’s play deductions!  

 

 

This jacket was recently 

donated to the museum 

with no knowledge of it’s 

original owner.  

 

 

 

What do you see? 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 *adjusts Sherlock Holmes hat* I would infer 

that this jacket has been owned by more than one 

man and the original owner was a Specialist E-4 in 

the 4th Infantry Division of the US Army. The original 

owner also was an expert Rifleman and served some-

time between 1950 and 2015, most likely the later 

half of those years, probably in the Persian Gulf but 

could have served in the Vietnam War. But the sec-

ond owner had little to no military background.   

 Yes Watson, I know, “how do you figure 

that?!”  

 

 Well...it’s simple really...no...Elementary. 

  

 This is a Class A dress green uniform, Since 

2015, the US Army no longer wears the Class A uni-

form.  Thus the man had to have served between 

1950 and 2015, and based off of the condition of the 

jacket, Korean War is far to old for the jacket, but Vi-

etnam is likely as well as the Persian Gulf. Above the 

left breast pocket, there is a red/yellow pin. that pin is 

given for honorable service anywhere during times of 

active war.  Created in 1953, eligible times to receive 

the pin include Korean War, Vietnam War, Persian 

Gulf War and the War on Terror.   

 The medal hanging on the breast pocket tells 

us he is the expert rifleman.  The patch on his upper 

left shoulder says he served within the 4th Infantry 

Division and the patch on both arms tells us his rank, 

Specialist E-4.  

 The second owner had no knowledge of how 

the pins should be placed.  The pins on the shoulders 

(which represent the 27th Artillery Regiment), would 

have never been worn on a Class A uniform. The 27th 

Artillery was also never part of the 4th Infantry Divi-

sion. Slight possibility the original owner had been 

attached to the 27th Regiment in some form but it is 

highly unlikely he was the one that placed these pins 

on the jacket. 

 The biggest tool in the collection manager’s 

arsenal to be able to infer any of these details? Re-

search. (How do you think Sherlock got all that infor-

mation in his mind palace?) You could spend hours 

on one object alone, researching the answer. 

 Do you own something and you have no idea 

on it’s history or what it even is? Well you can be an 

artifact detective as well! Pull on your Sherlock 

Holmes hat, look for the little details on the object, 

and research! And in the words of Sherlock himself….. 

  

 

 “The Game Mrs. Hudson is on!” 
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Eaton County Historical Commission 

 

 

When:  Saturday, September 24th Conference: 8:30 am to 1 pm 

Where: Welch Museum 161 Main Street, Sunfield, MI 48890 

Hosted By: Sunfield Historical Society and the Welch Museum  
 

This year’s Heritage Conference will be on Native Americans.  There will also be a tour of 

the GAR Hall in Sunfield.  The Conference is free but if you would like to have lunch, 

lunch is $10 but it will include a home cooked meal (meat, potato, vegetables, dinner roll 

and drink).  Reservations are required so please call Eaton County Historical Commission 

at (517)543-6999 to reserve your spot. Spaces are limited this year so please make your 

reservation soon. Reserve your spot no later than September 20th. 

 

2016 Eaton County Heritage Conference 

Annual Cemetery Tours 
 

 

When:  Sunday, October 2nd. Tours Beginning at: 2pm and 4pm 

Where: Maple Hill Cemetery 801 Tully Brown Dr, Charlotte, MI 48813 

Hosted By: Eaton County Historical Commission, 1885 Courthouse, Charlotte, MI  
 

This year’s theme for the Cemetery tours is significant and unique tombstones. Tours 

begin at 2pm and 4pm. Please arrive a few minutes before as we will be starting promptly 

at 2pm and 4pm.  If you have any questions please contact the Historical Commission at 

543-6999 or email us at csamuseum@yahoo.com. 
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S ch e d u l e  O f  E v e n t s  

 

 Coming Soon: a photographic history of Charlotte Michigan. All photos in this exhibit date to the 

   turn of the century. 

 May– Oct:  Farmer’s Market on the lawn, Thursdays: 3pm-7pm, Saturdays: 9am-1pm 

 September 24: Heritage Conference, please see Historical Commission’s page for more information 

 October 2:  Annual Cemetery Tours, 2pm and 4pm 

 October 28: Halloween Parade, 6pm, sponsored by the Charlotte Chamber of Commerce 

 October 29: Storming Valhalla Viking 5k Fun Run/Walk. See above for more information 

 November 28: After the Lighted Holiday Parade, visit Santa at Christmas at the Courthouse. A     

   program of the Charlotte Chamber of Commerce. 

 December 03: Courthouse Square’s annual fundraiser dinner, Christmas Cuisine. Please contact 

   the museum for tickets. 

Deck the Halls at 
the Courthouse 

It may be time for pumpkins, 

fall colors, and football but 

here at the Courthouse Square 

Association we’re already 

thinking about Christmas. You 

are cordially invited to join us 

at our annual Christmas Cuisine dinner fundraiser scheduled for 

December 3rd.  Tickets are $50 a person. Call the museum to 

RSVP or if you have any questions! 

 

Also, join us on November 28th as Santa makes his stop at the 

Courthouse! After the lighted parade kids (and their parents) can 

come say hi to Santa and give him their Christmas list!  

Returning to Charlotte in 2017 

is the Michigan Nordic Fire Fes-

tival. The festival will take place 

February 24-26, 2017. Make 

sure to check them out on Fa-

cebook for more information. 

 

#BeAWeekendViking 

 

If you can’t wait until then, the 

Storming Valhalla Viking 5k Fun 

Run/Walk is scheduled for Octo-

ber 29, 2016 at 4pm. Registration 

is $25 before October 16th and 

$35 after October 16th.  

Thanks for all those that turned out for our annual Golf Tourna-

ment at Centennial Acres Golf Course & Banquet Center on July 

9th. The weather was perfect, the food was great and we raise 

over $4000. Special Thank you to all of our sponsors!! Do you golf 

or know anyone that does? Stay tuned for information on next 

years outing!!!! 
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Sign up for E-mail Correspondence 

Would you like to receive this newsletter electronically?  How about invitations to exhibits and events?  Or a reminder 

that your membership is due?  Help us conserve the environment by saving paper!  Send your e-mail address to us at 

csamuseum@yahoo.com to begin!  Don’t worry, we won’t share your contact information with any outside parties. 

Levels of Annual Giving 

  Individuals       Businesses 

 Docent  $25-99      Scholar (1) $250-499 

 Archivist  $100-499     Historian (2) $500-999 

 Curator  $500-999     Conservator I (3)       $1,000-2,499 

 Director                 $1,000+      Conservator II (4)     $2,500+ 

       (Number in parentheses indicates quantity of 1/4 page ads in The Ledger) 

I would like to ensure the future of Courthouse Square by becoming a member of Courthouse Square  

Association at the _________________ level of giving.  I agree to make a contribution of 

$__________ and in return I will receive all the benefits of membership at that level.   

Check here for an additional $5 donation to the children’s summer camp scholarship fund ___ 

Name___________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________ 

E-mail________________________ 

City _________________State ______ Zip ____________      Phone (            )______________________ 

Sign_________________________________________Date____________________ 

___ I would like to receive The Ledger, invitations to events and exhibits, membership reminders, 

and other notifications via e-mail. 
 

Make Checks Payable and Mail to: 

Courthouse Square Association, Inc. 

PO Box 411, Charlotte, MI  48813 

2016 Membership Application 

Charlotte Lions Club 
215 S. Cochran Street 

Charlotte, MI 48813 

Phone: 517-543-4240  

Email: Charlottelionsclub@gmail.com 

 

Lions meet the needs of local communities and the world every day 

because they share a core belief – to serve their community.  
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Fulton Lumber 
Company 

 

 

316 N. Washington                             

Charlotte, MI 48813 

(517) 543-0200 

 

“We are pleased and proud 

to be members of 

Courthouse Square Association” 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Daily Delivery to: 
Charlotte 

Olivet 
Bellevue 

Vermontville 
Potterville 
Sunfield 
Mulliken 

Eaton Rapids RR#6 
 
 

241 S. Cochran Ave., Suite #1 
Charlotte, MI 48813 

Phone: 517-543-1099 
Fax: 517-543-1993 

 

Charles L. Green 
 

Director/Owner/Manager 
 

 

Burkhead-Green 

Funeral Home 
 

Your friends across the Square 
 

 
206 W. Lawrence Ave. 

Charlotte, MI 48813-1498 

 

Phone: (517) 543-3160 

 

 

 

 

 

Kiwanis of Charlotte 
 

Proudly Serving Our Community 

 

430 S. Cochran Avenue 

Charlotte, MI 48813 

Phone: 517-543-6794 

www.kiwanischarlotte.org 

 

Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers  
dedicated to improving the world ONE child and 

ONE community at a time 



 

 

The Eaton County Genealogical Society 

is also located in the 1885 Courthouse 

and is open Tuesday—Thursday from 

10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.  Call ECGS at 

(517) 543-8792 for more information. 

 

Other organizations located in the 1885 

Courthouse include Johnson’s Framing, 

Alpha-Video and Ann Prater: Attorney & 

Counselor at Law.  The Charlotte Cham-

ber of Commerce and Pottervilla is lo-

cated in the 1873 Sheriff’s Residence, 

adjacent to the courthouse.   

 

Remember to bring your family and 

friends to your favorite museum! 

 

 
 

Printing provided by The County Journal 

Courthouse Square Association is open 

Monday—Thursday from 9:00 a.m.—4:00 

p.m.  Other times can be arranged for 

special events and by appointment.  The 

museum is handicap accessible. 

 

Museum admission: 

 $1/person 

 Children age 12 and under free 

 CSA members free 

 Group and family rates available 

 

We would be happy to make special ar-

rangements with sufficient notice.  Please 

call the museum office at (517) 543-

6999 for special assistance or for more 

information.  You can always email us at 

csamuseum@yahoo.com, too.   

 

F o r  y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n  

WWW.VISITCOURTHOUSESQUARE.ORG 

Keeping History Alive  
on The Square! 

Eaton County’s Museum at 

Courthouse Square 

100 W. Lawrence Avenue                                  

PO Box 411                                                 

Charlotte, MI 48813 

Photo by Bob Monschein 


