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Munger Bear returns home

Recently the Courthouse Museum was contacted by Rick
Munger, the last owner/operator of Munger Hardware Store in
downtown Charlotte. Rick, along with his sisters had an
interesting offer; Would the museum be interested in having one
of the famous “Munger Bears” on display? First, I have to tell
you my first reaction was “Oh yay we would!”! I have heard the
stories about these bears the entire 32 years I have lived in our
community and was excited by the opportunity to have such an
iconic piece of history come back home. Then I had to step back
and say, maybe I should ask the board, it is a huge bear after all.
Both the collections committee and the entire board weighed in
and the bear was gladly accepted. The Polar bear was sold
several years ago and is no longer available.
Rick very generously offered to transport the bear, along with
several other amazing Munger items to the museum. Now, who
do you get to move a bear? We reached out to Duane Vedder of
Vedder Taxidermy who was delighted with the opportunity.
Duane worked for Rick at the store many years ago and knew
the bears well. As you can see this was a huge undertaking on
behalf of the Munger family and we are so thankful they
thought of the museum as a worthy recipient. So come down to
the square and check out our mini “Munger Hardware Store”
and welcome the bear back home!
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Downtown Charlotte, Michigan suffered one of the most
spectacular fires in the City’s history when the Eaton
County Courthouse caught fire just before 6:00 p.m. on
July 4th, 1894. This anniversary may have come and gone
without notice, however the newspaper scanning project
completed by the Eaton County Genealogical Society
(ECGS) provided a means of research. One of the papers
scanned by ECGS was the July 4th, 1894 extra edition of
the Charlotte Tribune. A souvenir copy of the paper is
enclosed with your copy of the Ledger. The front page
article of the paper gives us a sensational description of
the fire and other details of the disaster. For example: the
origin of the fire was under debate, the building was
underinsured, the Charlotte water system was inadequate,
bravery was met with prudence and Fire Chief Donovan
was recognized along with all of the other firefighters.
Another individual mentioned in the article was George
H. Fowler and his “Kodak”. His photographs were
published on a 5” x 7” souvenir card which is duplicated
below. Another eyewitness account of the fire was
written by Vera Maynard Osborn some years later in her
book titled There Were Two of Us.
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The book details her life growing up in Charlotte, Michigan
with her brother Horace. Ms. Osborn was a little girl at the
time of the fire and lived on South Bostwick. Based on her
description she was standing on the south side of Lawrence
Avenue and gives a short but emotional account of the bell
striking six for the final time and the acrid heat stinging her
eyes and nose. Vera and her brother were very familiar with
the Courthouse since their father, Horace S. Maynard was a
practicing attorney. Along with their family they had visited
the courthouse many times and recognized the building’s
importance in the community. They were shocked and
saddened by the fire. If your interested in reading There
were two of Us, it is available in the Michigan Room at the
Charlotte Community Library. Please tell the librarian that
you heard about the book from Courthouse Square.
If you liked this article, please let the folks know at
Courthouse Square by calling 517-543-6999. If you are not
already a member of the Courthouse Square Association
memberships are available at various levels.
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History Camp Continued

us traveling to Fisher’s Cove in Vermontville, a slice
of paradise and history created by Gene and Mary
Fisher. Friday our final day we went to Maple Hill
Cemetery for a preview of the “Mysteries of Maple
Hill” cemetery tour and a lesson on the cemetery and
proper stone care by Chuck Brandon. Our trip home
was polished off by a stop at the old historic Central
Michigan Depot in town and a light lunch provided by
Tequila’s restaurant. All transportation was provided
by Charlotte Public Schools. Thank you to everyone
who helped and volunteered this year. Our students get
to learn the important lesson of enjoying history in a
fun and wonderful way!
As you can probably tell, history camp is one of my
favorite times of year. I love the opportunity to share
interesting history and the fun that surrounds it with
kids of all ages. We also have a wonderful mix of
people, 90 years young to 6 and just starting
kindergarten. This year our campers traveled to
Roseacres and learned about the history of this
outstanding Charlotte Business and enjoyed planting
from some of their early cuttings. We were also hosted
in the beautiful 53-year-old garden of the Diane and
Chuck Rabey. Then we had the unique opportunity to
visit the 3rd floor of Crosswalk Teen Center, a beautiful
apartment untouched in 60 + years. The Eaton County
Recreation Van visited us on Tuesday, and we explored
the Congregational Commons along with treats by Red
Rosie Bakery. By Wednesday we were studying the
history of the Theater and performing in small skits,
generously run by Hollie Auten, director of CPAC plus
enjoyed ice cream provided by Faye’s. Thursday found

2019 Golf Scramble Championship

Pictured l-r: Jake Herrera Art Trost, Rob Lisk and Bobby Herrer

The 2019 Courthouse Square Golf Scramble was held
July 27th and crowned new Champions! The winning
team of Captain Robert Lisk included Jake Herrera, Art
Trost and Bobby Herrera. They scored 11 under par at
The Centennial Acres Course tying a team captained by
Tom Desantis. The Lisk team was awarded the
championship based on lower scoring for the more
difficult holes. The Robert Lisk Team was presented the
Courthouse Square antique golf club traveling award
signifying their victory from the Steve Rohdy Team,
winners in 2017 and 2018. As the event ended, a
member of the Steve Rohdy Team said, “We’ll be back in
2020 to win that trophy!”.
A total of 16 teams participated in the Golf Scramble
supported by 36 sponsors and numerous door prize
donors. Courthouse Square expresses appreciation to
entire community in its support of the Golf Scramble.
Funds raised from the golfing event will be used to
repair concrete light pole bases on the south entrance of
the historic 1885 Courthouse.
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Pet Milk company located at 421 Merritt Street in Charlotte

Pictured above, upper left is a model created by Richard C. Fleming and
upper right is a photo of the original Pet Milk company located on Merritt
street in Charlotte. The photo to the right is Don Stanke & dog Skippy
standing by Pet Milk Company truck says 'Don Stanke and Skippy after
making a Pet Milk delivery circa 1953. Don was Suzette Weaver's father
and Skippy, her favorite dog.' Don is standing, holding the dog, outside an
open door of a Pet Milk Company truck that also has 'Owned & Operated
By Don Stanke' on the truck .

241 S. Cochran Suite #1
Charlotte MI 48813
Phone: 517-543-1099 Fax: 517-543-1993
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Fran Fuller shares her
Centennial Memories
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2019 Grant Recipient

Charlotte Area District Library

The Eaton County Historical Commission is pleased
to announce its second grant gift for 2019 is The
Charlotte Public Library.
The Library requested money to purchase high
quality scanning equipment to allow the contents of
the Michigan Room to be digitized. This room
contains a wealth of historical information that the
library has worked years to accumulate and care for.
Two scanners totaling $ 2,465 will be located in
Michigan room to facility the project. The commission is honored to be a part of this preservation
effort.

WWII Submarine Hammock

Pictured above is the scanner purchased for the
Michigan Room at the Charlotte Library
The hammock pictured above was issued to Charlotte
native, Elwood King upon his service in WWII. He
was a diesel mechanic on the USS DACE SS247
participating in 7 patrols and sank a Japanese heavy
cruiser off Leyte in 1944.

If you know of an Eaton County non-profit who is actively
preserving history and would like them recognized or possibly
apply for a 2020 grant, please have them contact csamuseum@yahoo.com
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Saturday October 6, 2019 - Tours at 2:00 pm and 4:00
pm

This years theme will be “ Mysteries of Maple Hill”, where you
we will attempt to answer questions so many of you have asked
during our other tours. We will also have a rare glimpse inside a
historic vault. Tickets are $5 per person with proceeds going to
historical preservations.
Contact csamuseum@yahoo.com or 517-546-6999 for details
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Eaton County’s Museum at
Courthouse Square
100 W. Lawrence Avenue
PO Box 411
Charlotte, MI 48813

www.csamuseum.net

FOR YOUR
INFORMATION

Keeping History Alive on The Square!
Courthouse Square Association is open Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday & Saturday from 9:00 am to 4:00
pm. Other times can be arranged for special events and by
appointment.

Museum Admission
$1.00 pp
Children 12 and under free
CSA Members Free
Group & Family rates available!
We are happy to make special arrangements with
sufficient notice. Please call the museum office at
517-543-6999 for more information. You can always email
us at csamuseum@yahoo.com.

The Eaton County Genealogical Society is also located in the
1885 Courthouse and is open Tuesday thru Thursday from
10:00 am to 2:00 pm. Call ECGS at 517-543-8792 for more
information.
Other businesses located in the 1885 Courthouse include:


Johnson’s Framing



Ann Prater Attorney & Counselor at Law
Alpha Video & Computer Services



Located inside the 1873 Sheriff’s Resident adjacent to the
Courthouse are:



PotterVilla Applied Technology
Courtney Emerson, LMSW

Remember to bring your family and friends to your favorite
Museum!
Printing of this publication provided by The County Journal

